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• Texas Parks & Wildlife reports over 40 nuisance heronries in 

towns & cities.

• Cattle Egrets are attracted to inland heronries already 

established by other herons like the blue heron and snowy egret.

• Other egrets are limited by the distribution and abundance of 

crayfish.    

• Cattle Egrets tend to like Live Oak trees with tree canopies with 

>75% and 20 to 30 feet in height.

• Age of heronries, if left undisturbed is 1-12 years, usually 5 

years.

• Number of nests is 130-18,450 – usually 5,000.









• Neighborhoods in SE Grand Prairie has been experiencing 

large number of egrets for the past five years.

• Problem is tree canopy that exists in the neighborhoods and cost 

of trimming Live Oaks.  Cost around $850 or more per tree to 

trim.  

• City Restrictions:  Spending public money on private property.



Bird’s Eye View





Street in March



Black Crowned Night 

Heron  - SCOUT in MAY



Trees by June



Neighborhood by July



Damage by August









Yellow-crowned Night Heron

February - July 

Black-crowned Night Heron

February - July 

SCOUTS



Blue Heron

March - August 

JOINERS



Snowy Egret

March - July 

Black-crowned Night Heron

February - July 

JOINERS



Cattle Egret

April - October 

PARTY CRASHERS















2019



Sweep Every 3 Weeks



Street Sweeping July 30, 2019











 

 

 

 

Number of 

houses with 

Nest 

 

2019                                     

155 

2020 33 





• Propane Cannons:  Other 

cities had Citizens very mad 

about this.  

• Speaker System – Failed.  

Egrets nested right next to 

the speakers.





• Large populations of roosting birds may present a risk of 

disease to people nearby.  The most serious health risks arise 

from organisms that can grow in the nutrient rich accumulations 

of bird droppings under a roost, particularly if the roost have 

been active for a long time.

• According to the Department of State Health Services, no 

illnesses attributable to egrets has been reported in the state.



• Avoid being outside if you don’t need to be.

• Rinse yard and driveway to avoid heavy accumulation.

• Use mild bleach solution on the driveway.

• Consider wearing a dust mask when outside.

• See your physician.

• Contact the Texas Department of State Health 

Services at 







46 Babies/Adults  transported by 

Animal Services to a 

Rehabilitation Facility.

2 Houses on Grenoble cut down 

their Live Oak Trees during 

Nesting Season.

Numerous birds were killed or 

injured.





• 1)  Trim Trees in Nov- Feb to open the stand 50-75%

• 2)  Remove all old nests

• 3)  Scout for native species in February

• 4)  Use scare tactics on the scouts who are vulnerable to 

harassment.

REMEMBER:  Once birds are nesting, they can not be disturbed.  

Cutting down limbs does disturb nesting.



• WHAT IS IN THEM
• Reflective holographic tape

• Scare-eyes balloons

• Airhorns

• Bullseye hose nozzles

• HOW TO USE
• Reflective holographic tape and scare-eye balloons are visual deterrents that need to be 

attached to tree branches as high as possible. Bright colors and reflective surfaces confuses 
and frightens birds when use properly.

• Airhorns emit sounds that scare birds away.

• Bullseye hose nozzles are attached to garden hoses to scare off adults and to knock down 
old nests or empty nests.

• WHEN TO USE
• Scare tactics and devices are most effective when used at the first sight of the bird’s arrival.

• Once the birds establish residency on a tree they are not easily scared off.

• Any scare tactic and devices may be used up until the birds start laying their first eggs. 
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