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Farmers market 
Open saturdays

Saturdays  •  8 a.m. -1 p.m.
Market Square, 120 W. Main St.

Upcoming Events Include:
May 7 Crawfish boil
May 14 Car Show
May 21 Arts Council Art Show
May 28 Everything is Peachy
June 4 Homemade pimento cheese!
June 11 Prairie Paws Adopt-a-Pet
June 18 Man Cave: chef demo
June 25 Recycling bins!
July 2 Red, white and blueberries
July 16 Chef Demo
July 30 Cool off with watermelon
Aug. 6 Figs for a limited time

City of Grand Prairie Monthly Citizen Newsletter       May 2011  Vol. 12  No. 5

expOse yOur Green side - recycle!
Get caught with your bins down in the city’s new push to increase the num-

ber of homes that recycle at the curb.
Let’s double Grand Prairie’s curbside recycling program collections from 

3,700 tons of material annually to 8,000 tons, saving valuable landfill space, 
extending the life of our landfill, and saving the city and its taxpayers millions of 
dollars.

Be Seen, Be Green
Get Started
• Pick up a recycling bin at:
 - Landfill, 1102 MacArthur Boulevard
 - Prairie Paws, 2222 W. Warrior Trail
 - City Hall, 317 College Street
 - Lake Parks Operations Center, 5610 Lake Ridge Parkway
 - Fire Station #9, 315 Polo Road
 - Bowles Life Center, 2750 Graham Street
• Recycling bins are available free of charge to new customers. Please bring  
     your water bill to show that you are a Grand Prairie resident.

• Residents may also use blue plastic bags, which  
      can be found at any grocery store.
• Set your recycling bin outside before 7 a.m. on  
      your recycling day (but no earlier than 8 p.m. on  
      the day before collection).  Check the map on  
      page two of this newsletter, go to www.gptx.org/
      recycling or call 972-237-8061 to see which is  
      your recycling day.

Decent Exposure
Residential Recycling Guidelines
• Residents use a green bin or blue plastic bag for collection of recyclables.
• Recyclables do not need to be separated— 
      bottles and jars, plastic bottles and jugs, 
      aluminum cans, steel cans, newspapers, 
      magazines, phone books, junk mail and boxes         
      may go in together.
• Green bins may be used for all recyclables. 
      However, brown paper sacks may still be used         
      for paper items such as newspapers, magazines, phone  
      books and junk mail.
• Cardboard boxes need to be flattened and placed under  
      the bin.                                    Continued on page 2

Help greet 
500 veter-
ans of war as 
they Run for 
the Wall in a 
cross-country 

motorcycle ride that comes through 
Grand Prairie May 21-22.  Residents 
are encouraged to line the south side 
of Interstate 20 frontage roads in red, 
white and blue waving American flags 
around 4:30-5:30 p.m. Saturday, May 
21 from Great Southwest Parkway to 
Matthew Road; and again from 8:30-
9:30 a.m. Sunday, May 22, from Mat-
thew Road to the Fish Creek/Dechman 
overpass.  For more information call 
214-361-5896 or 972-288-8030. 

Please note:  Because of the late no-
tice regarding this event, we were unable 
to publish in the April Pipeline.  Regret-
fully, many residents will receive this 
Pipeline after the event.  

suppOrt Our 
Veterans OF War
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recycle!  Continued from page 1

Don’t be trashy, recycle
Recyclable Items that can go in Green Bins and Blue Bags
• Steel, tin, and aluminum cans. It is not necessary to remove paper labels from steel cans, but please rinse out all cans.
• Paper. Newspapers, magazines, coupons, junk mail and envelopes, flattened cereal and cardboard boxes, phone
      books, etc., will be collected.  Cardboard boxes must be flattened and placed under the bin.
• Glass. All glass items, regardless of color, may be recycled. Please rinse all bottles and jars and remove caps and 
      lids.
• Plastic. Any plastic bottle may be recycled. No plastic grocery bags, please. Rinse all jugs and bottles and 
      remove caps and lids.

Team Green
NOT Recyclable at the Curb
• Plastic grocery bags (take to local grocery stores)
• Toys (take to local non-profits)
• Dishes, bowls, ceramics and china
• Buckets
• Styrofoam
• Window/auto glass
• Ceramics
• Light bulbs
• Mirrors
• Aluminum foil
• Plastic containers that held oil, antifreeze, or pesticides. 
      (Dispose properly as Household Hazardous Waste)
• Medical waste such as needles, syringes and lancets
• Pizza boxes

For more information, check www.gptx.org/recycling or 
call 972-237-8061.

Clip and Exchange for 
your FREE Green Bin!

Take this coupon to one of these locations for your free 
green recycling bin and go green today!

 • Landfill, 1102 MacArthur Boulevard
 • Prairie Paws, 2222 W. Warrior Trail
 • City Hall, 317 College Street
 • Lake Parks Operations Center, 5610 Lake   
      Ridge Parkway
 • Fire Station #9, 315 Polo Road
 • Bowles Life Center, 2750 Graham Street

Your street name:
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apply nOW FOr city BOards and cOmmissiOns
If you would like to have some input about what’s happening in your city, 

why not apply for a place on one of the city’s boards or commissions?
Your experience and expertise are needed on boards that deal with every-

thing from the Grand Prairie Municipal Airport to city parks, housing, and se-
nior citizen concerns.  If you would like to volunteer your time to serve the city 
in this capacity, please apply by June 11, 2011.  Information about city boards 
and applications are available by calling the City Secretary’s Office at 972-237-
8035, or you can also get the application form online at www.gptx.org/City 
Government/City Secretary/Boards and Commissions. 

uptOWn theater upcOminG eVents

Belfast Connection   
7 p.m., Saturday, July 16
A Philadelphia-based Irish band featuring Grand Prairie native Laine 
Walker Hughes.
July Movie Madness Series 
Movie titles and showtimes are available on www.uptowntheatergp.
com.  A Family Movie Season Pass is available for $25 per family 
(for up to a family of five) for all nine movies.
For tickets visit www.uptowntheatergp.com or call 972-237-
8272. 

Saturday, June 18  •  5 p.m. - Midnight  
Lynn Creek Park, 5700 Lake Ridge Parkway

The Soul Food Festival highlights the aroma of tradi-
tional soul food cooking in the air while bringing together 

families and friends in an outdoor social setting for a day of reunion, fellowship 
and live national award winning entertainment!  Visit www.ilovesoulfood.com 
for ticket and event information.

Free summer lunch prOGram FOr kids
The city of Grand Prairie Parks Department will sponsor the 2011 Free 

Summer Lunch Program for children 18 years old and younger.  For informa-
tion call 972-237-8100 or visit www.GrandFunGp.com.  Lunches will be 
served from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., weekdays, from June 6-August 19 at the following 
sites on a first come basis while each day's supply lasts:

• Charley Taylor Recreation Center, 601 E. Grand Prairie Road
• Dalworth Recreation Center, 2012 Spikes Street
• Bowles Life Center, 2750 Graham Street

hOusehOld haz 
Waste day June 4

The next collection event will be 
on Saturday, June 4 at the Develop-
ment Center located at 206 W. Church 
St. from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Registra-
tion is required.  You may register 
on-line at www.gptx.org/WQ/HHW or 
by calling 972-237-8055.  In addition 
to medications, residents can bring 
household and automotive batteries, 
motor oil, cooking oil, paint, aerosol 
cans, fluorescent bulbs, and household, 
landscape, and pool chemicals.  Items 
not accepted include explosives, gas 
cylinders, fireworks, medical waste, 
radioactive materials, and municipal 
trash.  No commercial waste is ac-
cepted. 

For large quantities, take your 
waste to the Environmental Collection 
Center in Fort Worth.  Call 817-871-
5276.

Loyd Park received a rating of 
4W, one of the highest of Woodall's 

Campground Directory ratings.

Juneteenth celeBratiOn
Friday, June 17  •  7 - 11 p.m. - Jazz at Tyre Park, 2327 Tyre St.

Saturday, June 18  •  10 a.m. - Freedom March from City Hall Plaza, 
317 College St. to Tyre Park for a cultural celebration and scholarship award.  
Lunch, games, swimming and entertainment provided.  For more information 

call Preston Dixon 972-237-9599 or Linda Sharp 972-263-9673.  

sOul FOOd FestiVal

A new city 
of Grand Prairie 
Reverse 911 Emergency Notification 
system will notify residents and busi-
nesses in the event of an emergency.  
The system will automatically call 
listed and unlisted landline telephone 
numbers (including TTY/TDD) within 
the area of the emergency and de-
liver a recorded message.  In the near 
future, the city will offer an online 
self registration portal to allow resi-
dents the opportunity to self-register 
cell and VoIP phone numbers.  Ad-
ditional information will be provided 
in this newsletter or at www.gptx.org/
disasters in the next few months.  If 
you have questions, please contact the 
office of Emergency Management at 
972-237-7595 or e-mail thunter@gptx.
org.

neW emerGency 
nOtiFicatiOn system
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FlOOd prOtectiOn inFOrmatiOn
Flood Insurance

The purchase of federal flood insurance is highly recommended.  Basic 
homeowner’s insurance policies don’t cover damage from floods.  The City of 
Grand Prairie participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) which 
means that federally subsidized flood insurance is available to everyone in the City.  
Remember there is a 30-day waiting period before a policy becomes effective.  Some 
people have purchased flood insurance because it was required by the bank or loan 
company when they obtained a mortgage or home improvement loan.  Usually 
these policies just cover the building’s structure and not the contents than there is to 
the structure.  Remember that a flood insurance policy must be renewed each year.

Mandatory Purchase Requirement:  The mandatory purchase requirement 
applies to all forms of federal or federally related financial assistance for buildings 
located in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA).  This requirement affects loans 
and grants for the purchase, construction, repair or improvement of any publicly 
or privately owned buildings in a SFHA, including machinery, equipment, fixtures 
and furnishings contained in such buildings.  If a building is located in a SFHA, 
the agency or lender is required by law to require the recipient to purchase a flood 
insurance policy on the building.

For more information about flood insurance contact: www.gptx.org   
www.fema.gov.nfip   •  The Grand Prairie Public Library 

Your insurance agent  •  Grand Prairie Engineering Department
Property Protection

Rather than wait for a flood to occur, you can act now to protect your property 
from flood damage.  Various alternatives are available to help minimize flooding.  If 
the floor level of your property or structure is lower than the Base Flood Elevation 
(BFE) located on the City’s Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), consider ways to 
prevent flooding from occurring such as retrofitting your building.  “Retrofitting” 
means altering your building to eliminate or reduce flood damage.

Retrofitting measures include:
1.  Elevating the building so that flood waters do not enter or reach any   
     damageable portion of it,
2.  Constructing barriers out of fill or concrete between the building and flood  
     waters,
3.  “Dry floodproofing” to make the building walls and floor watertight so water  
     does not enter,
4.  “Wet floodproofing” to modify the structure and locate the contents so that  
     when flood waters enter the building there is little or no damage, and
5.  Preventing basement flooding from sewer backup or sump pump failure.   
     There are several good references on retrofitting in the Grand Prairie Public  
     Library.  Many of these will inform you about retrofitting techniques and help                                                  
     you decide which is best for you.
Natural and Beneficial Functions

The City of Grand Prairie is a beautiful place to live.  The undisturbed marshes 
and wetlands provide a wide range of benefits to the human and natural systems.  
They provide flood storage and conveyance, reduce flood velocities and flood 
peaks.  Water quality is improved through the marshes and wetlands ability to 
filter nutrients and impurities from runoff and process organic wastes.  The local 
marshes and wetlands provide breeding and feeding grounds for fish and wildlife, 
create and enhance waterfowl habitat, and protect habitats for rare and endangered 
species.  The floodplains are an important asset.  They provide open space, aesthetic 
pleasure and areas for active and passive uses.

prairie lakes 
GOlF academies

June 16-18 and 23-25 at 8 p.m.
June 19 and 26 at 2 p.m.

Uptown Theater, 120 East Main Street
This updated version of The 

Pirates of Penzance spins a hilarious 
farce of sentimental pirates, bumbling 
policemen, dim-witted young lovers, 
dewy-eyed daughters and an eccentric 
Major-General, all morally bound to 
the often-ridiculous dictates of honor 
and duty.

Reserved seat tickets $11, $16, 
$21 with student, senior citizen and 
group discounts available.

Tickets available online at www.
artsgp.com or by calling the Uptown 
Theater Box Office at 972-237-UPTN.

For more information: 972-642-
ARTS or www.artsgp.com.

Grand Prairie Arts Council Presents:

Sign up for a 4-session series in 
June with a PGA Professional.

Prairie Lakes Golf Course
3202 SE 14th St.

Wednesdays in June  •  6-7:30 p.m.
Cost: $60

For more information or to sign 
up, call 972-263-0661 or visit the pro-
shop.

prairie lakes driVinG ranGe

 Purchase a punch card for 25 large 
buckets for just $137.50 

(a $37.50 savings!)


