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MESSAGE  
FROM MAYOR  
RON JENSEN 
What great things we have planned for this 
year and the next decade as we continue 
Grand Prairie’s positive momentum. With 
development happening organically on SH 161, 
we will begin to shift our attention to creating 
an urban center with multi-family residential, 
retail, office and restaurant space on the I-30 
corridor; attracting residential, retail, restaurant 
and office space to our our far south SH 360 
corridor; and completing our entertainment 
projects in Epic Central Park. I am so excited 
about where we will grow next. 

HONORING OUR FALLEN POLICE 
OFFICER A.J. CASTANEDA 
The Grand Prairie Police Department lost a servant leader on Friday, June 7, 
2019. Officer A.J. Castaneda was struck and killed by a vehicle while working 
an overtime shift on his day off so he could make extra money to pay medical 
bills for his 11-year-old son, who has non-verbal autism. 

Officer Castaneda gave back to the community. Weekly he bought pizza 
for the kids at Dalworth Recreation Center. After his death, the hashtag 
#BeLikeAJ trended as a way to continue his legacy. 

MESSAGE FROM 
CITY MANAGER 
TOM HART
As we continue to grow, we will also continue to 
devote resources and energy to redevelopment, 
revitalization and a renewal of our downtown, 
neighborhoods and infrastructure. We are 
committed to providing value for your dollar 
and world-class customer service. From 
smooth roads to playful parks; relevant reading 
at libraries to fast Fire and Police response; 
shopping to dining experiences; affordable to 
affluent housing, you get more amenities than 
most when you live in Grand Prairie.

GRAND PRAIRIE  
CITY COUNCIL
Front row, left to right: Jim Swafford, 
Jorja Clemson, Mayor Ron Jensen, Greg Giessner
Back row, left to right: Michael Del Bosque, 
John Lopez, Jeff Copeland, Cole Humphreys, 
Jeff Wooldridge

CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
Left to right: Deputy City Manager 
(DCM) Anna Doll, DCM Bill Crolley,  
City Manager Tom Hart, DCM Steve Dye
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2010
Opened Central Park (now Epic Central Park); opened 
the Summit; opened the Public Safety Building; opened 
Lake Parks Operation Center.

2011
Opened a new airport terminal; began renovation of Main 
Street storefronts; began I-30 frontage roads.

2012
Opened SH 161 main lanes; opened Grand Prairie 
Premium Outlet Mall; opened Parkland Clinic; opened 
Lynn Creek Parkway connecting Lake Ridge to SH 360.

2013
Mayor England retired after 21 years as mayor and  
Ron Jensen was elected.

2014
Opened new Fire Station #1; opened an expanded and 
remodeled Dalworth Recreation Center; opened Lake 
Ridge Parkway from I-20 to Great Southwest; voters 
approved a ¼ cent sale tax to build The Epic, an indoor 
waterpark and an all-access playground.

2015
Opened the Lodge at Loyd Park; broke ground on  
The Epic, waterpark and all-access playground; began 
Live Life Grand campaign.

10 YEARS OF GROWTH

2016
Opened Fire Station #10; remodeled the Main 
Library; achieved the ISO 1 fire rating.

2017
Opened IKEA; won the National Recreation and  
Parks Association Gold Medal award for best parks  
in the nation.

2018
Opened Epic Waters Indoor Waterpark; opened 
The Epic Arts, Fitness and Entertainment Center; 
began construction of I-20 frontage roads; opened an 
expanded and remodeled Shotwell Library; opened 
extension of SH 360 south to US 287.

2019
Opened Epic Waters outdoor wave pool; opened an 
expanded and remodeled Warmack Library, Prairie 
Paws Animal Shelter and Charley Taylor Recreation 
Center; opened FireHouse Gastro Park restaurant 
in historic Fire Station #1; opened more than 50 new 
restaurants and retail stores along SH 161; renovated 
Fire Station #6; replaced Fire Station #4.



TOP 2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
OPENED 
THE WAVE POOL AT  
EPIC WATERS. 

CONTINUED  
CONSTRUCTION
OF I-20 AND I-30 
FRONTAGE ROADS,  
AND THE ADDITION  
OF NORTH AND  
SOUTH BOUND  
LANES ON SH 360  
FROM I-20 TO I-30.

OPENED AN
EXPANDED AND  
RENOVATED
WARMACK LIBRARY, 
CHARLEY TAYLOR 
RECREATION CENTER  
AND PRAIRIE PAWS 
ADOPTION CENTER.

OPENED
PALACE PARKWAY 
EXTENSION FROM  
BELT LINE ROAD EAST  
TO I-30. 

IMPLEMENTED
A FACIAL RECOGNITION 
SOFTWARE PROGRAM  
FOR POLICE TO MORE 
EFFECTIVELY IDENTIFY  
WANTED PERSONS.

BEGAN
WIDENING GREAT 
SOUTHWEST PARKWAY 
FROM FOUR TO SIX 
LANES FROM SARA JANE 
TO MAYFIELD ROAD 
(COMPLETE 2020).

WELCOMED
MORE THAN 50 NEW 
RESTAURANTS AND  
RETAIL STORES ALONG  
SH 161.

OPENED
FIREHOUSE GASTRO PARK 
RESTAURANT IN HISTORIC 
FIRE STATION #1.

RENOVATED
FIRE STATION #6; 
REPLACED FIRE  
STATION #4.   

BEST PLACE TO RETIRE IN 
TEXAS AND #11 IN U.S.
(Self-made.io)

MOST DYNAMIC  
SMALL CITY IN U.S.
(point2homes.com)

HAPPIEST CITY IN  
TEXAS AND #7 
HAPPIEST CITY IN U.S.
(WalletHub.com)

EPIC WATERS INDOOR 
WATERPARK MOST FUN 
INDOOR WATER PARK  
IN TEXAS
(Texashillcountry.com)

IN DFW ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
(CITY OF GRAND 
PRAIRIE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT) WITH 
HIGHEST VALUE DEALS 
IN 2018 ($351M)
(Dallas Business Journal)

HARDEST WORKING  
CITY IN U.S.
(Kempler Industries)

YEARS AMERICAN 
HEART ASSOCIATION’S 
GOLD STANDARD 
CERTIFICATION FOR 
GRAND PRAIRIE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT

SAFEST LARGE CITY IN 
TEXAS (POP 100,000+)
(FBI)

MOST SURPRISING  
CITIES IN U.S.
(gobankingrates.com)

BEST CITY IN TEXAS  
FOR LIVING THE 
AMERICAN DREAM
(smartasset)

BEST CITY FOR HISPANIC 
ENTREPRENEURS IN U.S.
(wallethub.com)
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BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE 2019...
ADDED

 ( The GROW Butterfly Garden  
at Warmack Library.

 ( Shade structures at McFalls pool.
 ( 40 cameras throughout the city for 

GPPD Real Time Crime Center.
 ( WiFi to an additional camping 

loop at Loyd Park.

RECEIVED
 ( SAFER grant to hire six new 

firefighters.
 ( American Heart Association 

Gold Award for EMS response 
time for the 5th year.

 ( Trinity Blackland Urban 
Forestry Council award for 
Grand Tree University.

 ( AIA Merit Award for 
outstanding architectural  
design for Charley Taylor 
Recreation Center.

 ( “Best of the Knot” award for 
7th straight year at the Ruthe 
Jackson Center.

 ( Record membership levels at 
The Summit of 5,500 members.

CREATED
 ( Several wall murals to further 

beautify downtown.
 ( GPPD Drone Unit to increase 

criminal apprehensions and 
enhance officer safety.

 ( Remote arraignment process  
to expedite transfer of inmates 
at a hospital to the county jail.

IMPROVED
 ( Pet adoptions by 27%;  

and returned 1,210 pets to  
their families.

 ( Rugby and cricket fields. 

REDUCED
 ( Part 1 crimes since 2010  

by 47%.

ASSISTED
 ( With 167 special events 

throughout Grand Prairie.

LAUNCHED
 ( Building Blocks home 

improvement rebate program.
 ( Low cost vaccination clinics at 

Prairie Paws Adoption Center.
 ( The Clean Prairie initiative 

– Pride of Ownership and 
Occupancy, designed to  
improve cleanliness across  
the city.

 ( The GPPD Success Closet  
to help those in need dress  
for success.

 ( A GPPD Basketball Skills Camp 
at Dalworth Rec Center.

 ( The Cops, Cuts and Curls 
Community Policing initiative 
to talk with citizens though 
interactions at salons and  
barber shops.

 ( The GPPD Fit Force program 
for police officers based on: 
physical, financial, spiritual  
and emotional wellness.

 ( Mayor’s Mentors in partnership 
with Big Brothers Big Sisters.

OFFERED
 ( City employees pet insurance. 

COMPLETED
 ( First year at The Epic Fitness, 

Arts and Entertainment Center.
 ( Bunker renovation at Tangle 

Ridge Golf Course.
 ( Bridal suite at the Ruthe  

Jackson Center.
 ( First city-wide volunteer 

recognition event.
 ( First Labor/Trade Job Fair;  

filling 86% of eligible city  
public works positions.

 ( Successfully trained the first  
ever Fire Pipes and Drums team.

TOP 2020 GOALS
Open PlayGrand Adventures, a 
playground for people of all abilities.

Manage resources within the 3.5% 
property tax cap imposed by the 
state of Texas, which could mean 
service cuts in future years.

Implement new online permitting 
software for planning, zoning, 
building inspections and code 
compliance.

Promote the 2020 Census to 
accurately count Grand Prairie 
residents, securing vital  
federal funding.

Ask voters whether or not to 
continue the ¼ cent Crime  
Control District Sales Tax.

Through a private-public 
partnership, develop two hotels 
with a conference center and 
restaurant row in Epic Central Park.

Expand the Lone Star Trail west from 
Belt Line Road to Wildlife Parkway; 
build the Great Southwest Nature 
Park using land that was formerly the 
Great Southwest Golf Club.

Widen Seeton Road from Mira Flores 
to Day Miar Road, from two-lane 
asphalt to three-lane concrete road.

Widen Camp Wisdom Road from 
Carrier Pkwy to Belt Line (FM 1382) 
from the existing two-lane asphalt 
road to a four-lane concrete road.  

Begin construction to replace Fire 
Station #3.

Open a new City Hall, linking existing 
City Hall to Development Center; 
and remodel Development Center.

Equip all fire stations with 
instant access to emergency call 
information and map location on 
video monitors.
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2019 BY THE NUMBERS

DEMOGRAPHICS
Land Area    81 sq. miles
Median Age       32.5
Population   191,720
Median Household Income   $63,882

MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES
Police/Fire/Civil Service   510
General   843
Seasonal/Part-Time   308
Crossing Guards   91

PARKS AND RECREATION
Acres of Park Land    5,009
Number of Park Sites   60
Rounds of Golf Played   82,476
Special Events Attendees   242,000

LIBRARIES
E-resources   78,616
Physical Materials   124,739
Library Cardholders   90,217
Number of Visits   514,268
Check Outs   285,125
Program Attendance   89,658

UTILITIES
Water Production   25 million gallons/day
Fire Hydrants   7,209
Customer Accounts   48,351
Miles of Water Lines   844
Miles of Collection Line   771

STREETS
Potholes Repaired   6,252
Tons of Brush Collected   4,876
Pavement Markings Installed (Linear Feet)   366,127
Sidewalk Repaired (Linear Feet)    19,244
Crack Seal Installed (Linear Feet)   704,556

TRANSPORTATION
Municipal Airport Takeoffs/Landings   98,034
Grand Connection Bus Passengers   53,229

DEVELOPMENT
New Single-Family Building Permits   208
Average Single-Family Permit   $283,372
New Commercial/Industrial sq. feet   639,689

PROPERTY TAX RATES
City of Grand Prairie   $.669998
Grand Prairie ISD   $1.595
Arlington ISD   $1.368700
Cedar Hill ISD   $1.3760
Mansfield ISD   $1.540000
Dallas County   $0.6567
Tarrant County   $0.4584
Average Annual City Property Tax Paid on a
$128,111 Home with Homestead Exemption   $794

OPERATING BUDGET (2019-2020)
General Fund   $146,480,118
Enterprise Funds   $121,578,841
Other Funds   $141,742,948
TOTAL BUDGET   $409,801,907

RETAIL SALES TAX RATES
City   1.000%
EPIC   0.250%
Park Improvements   0.250%
Street Improvements   0.250%
Crime Control District   0.250%
State   6.250%
TOTAL SALES TAX    8.250%

GRAND PRAIRIE’S LARGEST EMPLOYERS
Grand Prairie Independent School District
Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire Control
Poly-America, LP
City of Grand Prairie
Bell Helicopter-Textron
Lone Star Park at Grand Prairie
Triumph Aerostructures – Vought Aircraft Division
Republic National Distributing
Wal-Mart
Arnold Transportation Services
Airbus Helicopter
Forterra Pipe & Products, Inc.
Siemens Energy & Automation, Inc.
Bureau of Prisons, U.S. Department of Justice
General Motors LOC Center

GRAND PRAIRIE’S TOP TAXPAYERS
Lockheed Martin
Duke Realty LTD PS
Poly-America, LP
Grand Prairie Outlets, LLC
Oncor Electric Delivery
Bell Helicopter-Textron, Inc.
CHI/Wildlife 5, LP
TRIUMPH GROUP AEROSTRUCTURES I
2803 Riverside Apartment Investors, LLC
WMCI DALLAS V, LLC

TOP 2020 GOALS


