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Prairie liGHts oPens tHanksGivinG day

Prairie Lights 2011
This coupon is good for $2 off admission

at Prairie Lights
Lynn Creek Park on Joe Pool Lake

Visit prairielights.org 
or call 972-237-GLOW

One coupon per vehicle.   Valid Monday-Thursday, Nov. 28 - Dec. 15, 2011
This coupon may not be combined with any other offer.
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Grand Prairie’s fabulous holiday light park gets a whole new look with all 
new custom displays in 2011. Expressly designed for Prairie Lights by Lightas-
mic! of California, it will still include 4 million holiday lights that light up the 
Lynn Creek Park landscape.

Dates:  November 24-December 31 
Times: Sunday -Thursday 6 - 9 p.m. 
             Friday, Saturday and Holidays 6 - 10 p.m.
Where: Lynn Creek Park, 5700 Lake Ridge Pkwy.
Price:   Monday- Thursday   $20 per carload 
             (other vehicle pricing available)
        Friday-Sunday, Holidays $30 a carload.
        For more information call 972-237-GLOW or visit prairielights.org. 

santa stroll and 
downtown liGHtinG

Thursday, Dec. 1  •  6-8 p.m.
Festivities begin at City Hall, 317 College St., and 

continue to Market Square, 120 W. Main
Have a very prairie Christmas on Main Street with 

grand GPISD choral entertainment, photos with Santa, hot chocolate and a stroll 
downtown as City Hall, Market Square and Main Street are lit up for the holi-
days.  

Beginning with elementary school entertainment at City Hall at 6 p.m., 
we’ll form a candlelight procession (download a free candle app on your smart 
phone) to Market Square led by middle school carolers where the high school 
choirs will raise the roof and their voices in a Hallelujah Chorus sing along. Stay 
for the lighting of Market Square and Main Street, photos with Santa ($5), hot 
chocolate ($2), Christmas cookies ($2), and stroll Main Street merchants as you 
enjoy their window decorations. Participating merchants will fill the kids’ stock-
ings with candy.  The Grinch may even make an appearance!   For more infor-
mation, visit gptx.org/downtown. 

Farmers Market in Market Square, 
120 W. Main St., adds a Holiday 
Gift Market Saturdays in December.   
Farmers Market is open 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Dec. 3, 10 and 17.  The market is 
closed Dec. 24-March 24 for the 
winter season. 

The following events are sched-
uled for December: 
Saturday, Dec. 3 - “Hungry Bowls” 
available for purchase from the art stu-
dents of our high schools, who made 

lit on main

Friday, Dec. 2  •  7-10 p.m.
Uptown Theater, 120 E. Main St.

Brighten up the holi-
day with this adult event 
featuring a hilarious Ugly 
Lamp Contest, gorgeous 
Artist Lamp Auction, 
appetizers, desserts, A 
Christmas Story movie, 
strolling carolers, snow, 
holiday cocktails, Santa, 
the Grinch, Cindy Whoo and fun.

$5 advance ticket or $10 at the door
Tickets available at 972-237-UPTN or 

uptowntheatergp.com.
For information, call 972-237-4599 or 

visit gptx.org/downtown.

Continued on page 2

Best holiday party of the season!



Farmers market

Watch your favor-
ite holiday movies on 
the big screen at the 
Uptown Theater, 120 
E. Main St.  For tickets 
and more information, 
call 972-237-8786.  Tickets are $3 
for children and adults.  A pass for all 
movies is $25.  Movie schedule is as 
follows:

Monday, Dec. 19 - 2 p.m.
The Santa Clause

Tuesday, Dec. 20 - 2 p.m.
Miracle on 34th Street

Tuesday, Dec. 20 - 7 p.m.
White Christmas

Wednesday, Dec. 21 - 2 p.m.
Muppet Christmas Carol

Thursday, Dec. 22 - 2 p.m.
Home Alone

Thursday, Dec. 22 - 7 p.m.
Elf

UPtown tHeater tickets on sale
Enjoy popular artists and diverse musical genres in the 

fabulous Uptown Theater, 120 E. Main St.  Purchase tickets now 
for great events coming soon.  For tickets and more information, 
visit www.uptowntheatergp.com or call 972-237-8786.
Carolyn Wonderland and Guy Forsyth's Holiday Show       
Austin music icons performing songs of the season.                 Saturday, Dec. 3
The Killdares
Celtic rock featuring fiddle, bagpipes, electric guitar.         Saturday, Feb. 4
Hot Club of Cowtown
Western swing trio, featuring guitar, fiddle and bass.                Saturday, March 3 

Holiday movies at 
tHe UPtown

HoUseHold Haz waste day dec. 3
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Cooking oil and grease can clog drains when poured down the kitchen sink. 
This causes sanitary sewer backups and overflows that are a health hazard and 
a threat to the environment. Grease blockages are the single greatest cause of 
sewer overflows in Grand Prairie. When the pipe is blocked, raw sewage comes 
up through cleanouts or city manholes, contaminating the soil and waterways.

Used grease and cooking oil should be poured into a non-leaking container 
and taken to a household hazardous waste (HHW) collection event for recycling.  
The next HHW event is scheduled for December 3, 2011 at the Development 
Center (206 W. Church Street) from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. REGISTRATION IS 

REQUIRED.  Register by calling 972-237-8055 or on-
line at gptx.org/wq/hhw. 

We will accept household and automotive batteries, 
pharmaceuticals, motor oil, cooking oil, paint, aerosol 
cans, fluorescent bulbs, and household, landscape, and 
pool chemicals.  We will not accept explosives, gas 
cylinders, fireworks, medical waste, radioactive materi-

als, or municipal trash.  No commercial waste will be 
accepted.

Grand Prairie’s historic Copeland Home, 125 SW Dallas St., will celebrate 
the holidays with an FREE open house Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.  Histor-
ic Commission members will give tours and answer questions about the quaint 
100-year-old home during the open house.  To get to the home, from Main or 
Jefferson streets in Grand Prairie, turn south on SW 2nd Street, and east on SW 
Dallas Street.  The open house, tours and refreshments are free.

Free coPeland Home toUrs dec. 3

Putting grease down the 
drain can clog sewer 
pipes like this one.

The Grand Prairie Municipal Airport celebrates 
the grand opening of its new 6,445-square-foot 
airport terminal on 3116 S. Great Southwest Park-
way.  Built at a cost of $1.7 million, the building 
features a large lobby, airport staff offices, a snack 
bar, pilot's lounge and large conference room.  Half 
of the building was paid for from the city’s Airport 
Capital Projects budget and the other half was paid for by the Texas Department 
of Transportation Division.    

GP airPort oPens new terminal

the bowls.  Fill yours with chili for an 
extra charge.  Proceeds will benefit 
the Grand Prairie Food and Clothing 
Co-op.
Saturday, Dec. 10 - 10-11 a.m.

A flash mob will dance their way 
into your holiday spirit brought to you 
by Amanda’s Dance in Grand Prairie.  

Poinsettias, handcrafted jewelry, 
hand-made soaps and gifts by artisans 
will brighten your holiday shopping.   
The market offers seasonal fruits and 
vegetables that are locally grown, as 
well as eggs, beef, chicken, pork, soy 
candles, soaps, baked goods, honey, 
and more. 
Saturday, Dec. 17

A chef demo will add to the fes-
tivities, featuring Michael Weinstein, 
the Dread Head Chef, cooking for the 
holidays.  Featured recipes will be 
available at gptx.org/farmersmarket.

Continued from page 1



Clip and present this 
coupon for:

$25 off adoption of 
a cat or dog

December 1-31, 2011 
only

Prairie Paws Adoption Center
2222 W. Warrior Tr.

972-237-8575  •  gptx.org/paws

GP Holiday ornaments available
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The city’s annual custom-designed 2011 city of Grand Prairie holiday orna-
ment, which celebrates the city’s Farmers Market, is now available.  First Lady 
Janice England created the ornament project as a way to celebrate Grand Prai-
rie.  Revenues benefit local charities.  Ornaments retail at $15 each and may be 
purchased at:

City Hall   Tourist Center         Farmers Market
317 College St.  2170 B. Belt Line Road        120 W. Main St.
Mon.-Fri.  8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat.  9 a.m.- 5 p.m.      Sat.  8 a.m.-1 p.m.
 Grand Prairie resident and University of Texas student Hannah Cook de-

signed this eighth in a series of annual ornaments.  It features a representation of 
the bountiful fare you can find weekly at Farmers Market 
on Main Street. The two-sided gold-tone 3D ornament fea-
tures a delicious ripe red tomato holding a basket of fruits 
and vegetables.

Also available for $10 each are the inaugural 2004 
ornament, recognizing Lone Star Park at Grand Prairie’s 
World Thoroughbred Championship Breeders’ Cup; the 
2005 “I Love Grand Prairie” ornament; the 2006 “Starry 
Nights” ornament; the 2007 “Uptown Theater” ornament; 
the 2008 “Prairie Lights” ornament and the 2010 “Willow 
Tree in Central Park” ornament.   The 2009 “Centennial” 
ornaments are sold out.  For more information, call 972-237-8086. 

Saturday, Dec. 3  •  5:30 p.m.
Grand Prairie Memorial Gardens

3001 Belt Line Road
You are cordially in-

vited to a Candle Light Me-
morial Service at the Grand 
Prairie Memorial Gardens.  
Meet and greet to begin at 5 
p.m. and the service begins 
at 5:30 p.m.

The speaker is the Rev. Gifford 
Long, First United Methodist Church 
of Grand Prairie.  Refreshments will 
be served after the program.  Please 
RSVP by Monday, Nov. 28, to        
lgomez@gptx.org or by calling 
972-237-3001.

candle liGHt

memorial service

Grand Prairie on tHe Grow

Grand Prairie Outlet Mall
Construction continues on a new 420,000-square-foot Paragon retail outlet mall 
on Interstate 20 and Great Southwest Parkway.  The mall will feature more than 
100 stores and an on-site food court.  Confirmed merchants include Saks Fifth 
Avenue Off 5th, Cole Haan, J. Crew, Michael Kors, Banana Republic, Nike and 
Tommy Hilfiger.  The mall is scheduled to open in August 2012.
Chipotle Mexican Grill
A new Chipotle Mexican Grill will open in November on Carrier Parkway and 
I-20 in the former Blockbuster video store.
Verizon Wireless Retail Store
A new Verizon Wireless retail store will open in November on Carrier Parkway 
and I-20 next to Chipotle Mexican Grill in the former Blockbuster video store.
Parkland Clinic
Construction is underway on a 33,000-square-foot health center, set to open 
in October 2012.  The center, located at 801 Conover Dr. (the site of the for-
mer Grand Prairie Police Station), will provide pediatric, adult, geriatric and 
women’s health care as well as support services including laboratory, radiology, 
pharmacy, nutrition, psychiatry, psychology, social work, language assistants 
and community dental care.
Dallas County Courthouse Annex
A $6 million Dallas County Courthouse Annex will be built on the site of the 
former Army Navy building in downtown Grand Prairie.  The facility will house 
the justice of the peace, constable, tax office, juvenile justice office and other 
county operations.

Home For tHe 
Holidays Pet 

adoPtion discoUnt

GolF PUncH cards
Pre-purchase rounds of golf at an 

incredibly low price.  A great stocking 
stuffer!  5 and 10 round punch cards 
are now available for golf at Prairie 
Lakes or Tangle Ridge Golf Courses:

Tangle Ridge:   
       5 rounds for $175 (a $325 value)

10 rounds for $299 (a $650 value)
Prairie Lakes:
5 rounds for $120 (a $190 value)
10 rounds for $230 (a $380 value) 
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cameras keeP GP drivers saFe

Water levels 
in area lakes are 
at low levels, re-
quiring continued 
water restrictions.
• No watering   

ProFessor G.P. 
Goodwater reminder:
water restrictions remain 

In 2006 the fatality rate at Grand Prairie railroad 
crossings was the highest in the state.  That alarming 
statistic spurred police and city leaders to make Grand 
Prairie the first city in Texas to install intersection 
safety cameras (red light cameras) at three of the city’s 
railroad crossings. Since their 2007 installation, there 

has not been a single fatality at a Grand Prairie crossing. 
Intersection safety cameras can be found in 15 locations throughout the city 

and are credited with decreasing the number of crashes at each site.  Installation 
of the cameras began in 2007 with new cameras added each year through 2010.  
The first cameras were installed at Belt Line and Lone Star Parkway where sur-
veys showed that red light runners consistently put motorists in harm’s way.  

“The cameras are great for deterring red light runners,” Grand Prairie Police 
Sgt. Eric Hansen said.  “Statistics show that police officers catch only 1 out of 
every 8,000 vehicles that run a red light. We have to see you do it and we have 
to be able to catch you.”

Motorists who are caught by an intersection safety camera receive a $75 
ticket in the mail and the registered owner of the vehicle is responsible for 
making sure it gets paid.  The vehicle owner’s driver’s license is not affected by 
the citation. Fifty percent of the net revenue received from the paid citations is 
given to the state for regional trauma funds.  The money retained by the city is 
used for traffic safety and traffic enforcement programs. 

In Grand Prairie, intersection safety camera revenue has been used for “no 
cell phones in school zones” signs, countdown timers at pedestrian crossings, 
upgraded warning lights on emergency vehicles, traffic signal power supplies at 
several intersections to prevent power outages after storms, and for radars, lasers 
and video cameras in police vehicles.

“Intersection safety camera revenue helped us establish a quiet zone on 
the railroad through downtown,” Hansen said.  “We purchased double crossing 
gates and installed medians to keep drivers from crossing the tracks when trains 
are approaching.  Those things, coupled with the red light cameras, made the 
crossings safer so the trains no longer needed to blow their whistles while going 
through town.”

Studies continue for future sites, including a possible camera at Belt Line 
and Pioneer Parkway.

yoUnG adUlts invited to Police exPlorers
The Exploring Program is an official program of the Grand Prairie Police 

Department designed by Learning for Life, a subsidiary of the Boy Scouts of 
America, to provide training, competition, service and practical experiences to 
young adults who may be interested in a career in law enforcement.  Participants 
must have completed the eighth grade, and be at least 14 years old, but younger 
than 21, must be free of any criminal record and be in good academic standing 
with their school—maintaining at least a “C” average.   

Explorers attend regular meetings and participate in hands-on activities 
provided by law enforcement professionals and adult volunteers.  After complet-
ing basic training, they can observe firsthand patrol operations and community 
policing and assist with crime prevention, traffic and crowd control and more.

The Grand Prairie Explorers meet on Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. at the Public 
Safety Building - Community Room, 1525 Arkansas Lane.  For more informa-
tion call 972-237-8978 or e-mail pdexplorers@gptx.org.  For more information 
visit gptx.org/pdexplorers.

on Wednesday, 
     Saturday or Sunday.
• Even numbered addresses water  
     lawns on Mondays and Thursdays.
• Odd numbered addresses water  
     lawns on Tuesdays and Fridays.
• No watering between 10 a.m. and 
     6 p.m. 
• Hand held water hoses and soaker       
     hoses may be used at anytime.

breakFast witH santa

Dec. 8-10 and 15-17 8 p.m.
Dec. 11 and 18 at 2 p.m.

Uptown Theater, 120 E. Main St.
Reserved seat tickets $11, $16 and $21

Student, senior citizen and 
group discounts available

Tickets are available at artsgp.com 
or at the Uptown Theater Box Office 
972-237-UPTN.  For additional infor-
mation, call 972-642-ARTS or visit 
artsgp.com.

Saturday, Dec. 17  •  9 a.m.-noon
Charley Taylor Recreation Center

601 E. Grand Prairie Road

Breakfast with Santa, arts and craft, 
photographer will be available.  

Cost is $10 per child.
Call 972-264-6890 for info.

tHe Grand Prairie arts 
coUncil Presents


