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IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
Code Enforcement: 

972.237.8296 
Michael Stanley: 

972.237.8332                       
Environmental Services:  

972.237.8055 
Diane Castillo: 
972.237.8351 

Building Inspections: 
972.237.8230 

Engineering Inspections: 
972.237.8241 

Graffiti Removal Hotline: 
972.237.8599 

Grand Prairie Landfill:  
972.237.4550  

Grand Prairie Disposal: 
817.261.8812 

Municipal Court: 
972.237.8600 

Streets Division: 
972.237.8525 

TCEQ Small Business: 
800.447.2827 
Water Utility: 
972.237.8200 

It’s no secret, 2009 was a tough economic 
year.  The automotive related businesses 
in Grand Prairie demonstrated amazing 
resiliency by increasing in number, build-
ing or improving their facilities, and main-
taining compliance with Environmental 
and Code Enforcement requirements.   
There were five hundred and forty-eight 
(548) locations on the 2009 ARB listing.  
Ninety-one (91) new certificates of occu-
pancy were approved for new businesses.  
Twelve (12) new Specific Use Permits were  

granted and eighty-two (82) businesses 
closed.  By the numbers we are not only 
surviving, but thriving!              

U Haul Takes Environmental Initiative,  
Repurposes Trucks to Storage Units 

 
 

 

If you were to visit 
your neighborhood U-
Haul facility, located 
at 920 MacArthur 
Blvd. in Grand Prairie, 
you may notice some-

thing a little unusual about their storage units.  
In fact, you would find that not only are these 
units unusual, they are remarkable. 

Todd West, Marketing President of U Haul 
Company of Dallas, and his team have repur-
posed thirty U Haul moving trucks into sustain-
able storage units.  Mr. West said that their 
motive for repurposing these trucks was two-

fold, “One, was to 
use something we've 
already invested in to 
benefit our custom-
ers and, two, was to 
be eco friendly.” 

Historically, once U 
Haul truck bodies 
were no longer re-
pairable, they would 

be used for scrap metal or just thrown away. 
Only part of the truck’s box is recyclable; as a 
result, about 90% of the box was taken to the 
landfill.  Each box weighs approximately 2,000 

(Continued on page 2) 
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A u t o  W a t c h   

 Creating raving fans by delivering world class service 

You Made it, Happy New Year! 
2009 - By The Numbers                                       M. Stanley 
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The AUTOWATCH is a publi-
cation of the Automotive 
Related Business Program 
(ARB).  Submit your com-
ments and suggestions to: 
 
Editor: Michael Stanley 
Phone: (972) 237-8332 
Fax: (972) 237-8187 
Email:  mstanley@gptx.org 
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Recycled Storage 
Thinking Outside the Box            D. Castillo 
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Todd West, Market-
ing President, U-Haul 
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pounds. U Haul repurposed thirty of these truck bodies 
at the Grand Prairie facility and, in doing so, 60,000 
pounds of waste was diverted from the landfill. Across 
the nation, U Haul has converted more than 3,700 truck 
bodies to reusable storage thus providing more than 
740,000 square feet of storage and avoiding more than 
13,000 tons of carbon dioxide emissions. Mr. West’s next 
feat will be converting the long 26 foot truck bodies into 
storage spaces. 

In addition to these efforts, in the past year, U Haul has 
taken many of the older more energy consuming lights 
out of the shop area and retrofitted them to use motion 
sensors. They have also cut down on the amount of light 
fixtures they use and have sent them to new facilities 
instead of throwing them away. They purchase partially 
recycled paper for the office and plan to buy paper that is 
100% recycled in the near future. They also advertise the 
box re-use program, where people can bring their used 
boxes back to the facility for others to use for free during 
their move.  

When asked what motivated U Haul to take on such an 
environmental initiative, Mr. West said,  

“We are just trying to be a good steward to the envi-
ronment so that we leave it better than we found it for 
the next generation. Think of it as being a good 
neighbor.” 

(Continued from page 1) 

A u t o  W a t c h   

U-Haul - Outside the Box 

Antifreeze, which is usually com-
prised of ethylene glycol, water, 
and corrosion inhibitors, is toxic 
to humans and animals. Used 
antifreeze may contain metals 
that can contaminate soil and 
groundwater. Recycling used an-
tifreeze is the preferred method for handling this 
waste stream.  
When good antifreeze must be removed for repairs 
only, save it and return it to the system after the re-
pairs have been completed. Separate spent antifreeze 
from other wastes. Consider keeping antifreeze in two 
separate, closed containers: one marked “waste anti-
freeze only” for antifreeze that cannot be reused, and 
one marked “usable antifreeze only” for antifreeze 
that can be reused. If on-site recycling is not feasible, 

recycle your antifreeze through a 
recycling service. If you recycle an-
tifreeze on the premises, filters and 
other recycling by-products may be 
hazardous. You will need to make a 
waste determination. Consider pur-
chasing equipment to recycle anti-

freeze on-site. Check manufacturers' warranties prior 
to putting recycled antifreeze into any vehicle. 
Understanding your options 
Due to the many on-site and off-site recycling options 
available, recycling antifreeze is feasible in all parts of 
the country.  Waste antifreeze can be recycled by three 
methods: 
1) On-Site Recycling: waste antifreeze is recycled in 
units purchased by the facility, located on site, and op-
erated by facility employees. 
2) Mobile Recycling Service: a van or truck equipped 
with a recycling unit visits the facility and recycles 
waste antifreeze on site. 
3) Off-Site Recycling: waste antifreeze is transported 
to a specialized recycling company; these services can 
also resupply the facility with recycled antifreeze. 
All waste antifreeze recycling methods involve two 
steps: 
 1) removing contaminants either by filtration, distilla-

(Continued on page 3) 

Antifreeze: Reuse or Recycle        C. Mendez 

Clean Company is a program which 
recognizes businesses that care about 
their city, the environment, and their 
community. Keep Grand Prairie Beau-
tiful and the Auto Related Business 
program has partnered to recognize 

those auto businesses that are already making efforts to 
minimize the impact their facilities have on the environ-
ment. If your facility recycles used oil, paper, or alumi-
num you qualify to become a participant in Clean Com-
pany and attend the annual Clean Company recognition 
event.   

For more information and to register as a Clean Com-
pany contact Keep Grand Prairie Beautiful at 972-237-
8152 or the Auto Related Business program at 972-237-
8351.                          
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Grand Prairie encourages residents to Dream Big, and 
Play Hard.  We are a friendly city, and one of the fastest 
growing cities in the Metroplex.   This growth is not by 
chance.  The goals set by our elected officials, become 
the work of  all City employees.   
 
The demolition of the old Army/Navy store is complete.  
That site will be the new home of the Dallas County Sub-
Courthouse.  The new Courthouse consolidating its tax 
assessor collector offices, will bring additional business to 
the city. 
 
The City celebrated the opening of Market Square in Oc-
tober.  It is a multi-use facility that is the new home of the 
Grand Prairie Farmers’ Market.  We currently have four 
farmers and 12 vendors who sell all things Texas.  Local 
produce, honey, olive oil & vinaigrettes, dairy products, 
meats, poultry, eggs, sausage, alfalfa sprouts, soaps, soy 
candles, coffee micro-roasters, relish jars, tamales, salsas, 
beef jerky, and more are sold every week at Market 
Square, 120 W. Main Street.   

 

H E L P  W A N T E D  
The ARB 2010 Main Street Cruise and ARB Daze Events 
will be the premier automotive related business events 
of 2010.  Businesses are needed to help plan and pro-
mote these events.  For information and to volunteer, 
Contact Michael Stanley 972.237.8332, or contact via 
email at mstanley@gptx.org . 

In 2006 the City of Grand Prairie embarked upon a 
bold initiative.  The Automotive Related Business Pro-
gram (ARB) was created to educate users, manage the 
environmental process, and enforce already existing 
guidelines for the preservation and improvement of 
the environment and city aesthetics.  The program 
required annual inspections of every automotive re-
lated business by a joint team of Environmental and 
Code Enforcement Inspectors.   
 
The detailed advance planning, coupled with selec-
tion of quality personnel to participate in the process, 
has met with notable success.  There is a verifiable, 
quantitative improvement in the appearance and envi-
ronmental impact of the businesses reviewed by the 
program.  There has been a radical shift in the opera-
tion and appearance of salvage lots located within the 
city.    

Initiatives were put forth by the program to standard-
ize the Certificate of Occupancy approval process, and 
to maintain an accurate listing of the number and type 
of automotive related businesses within the city.   

Initiatives were developed within the program to pro-
vide for the review of Specific Use Permit perform-
ance.  The First Annual Highway 80 – Main Street 
Cruise was an initiative designed to encourage and 
promote the automotive related businesses in the face 
of a discouraging economy.   

The AutoWatch newsletter was developed in-house 
to educate all auto related businesses and property 
owners, seminars were held at business sites to edu-
cate operators about the ordinance, and enforcement 
actions were consistent when educational efforts 
failed to produce results.   

The ARB program has proven to be an unqualified 
success. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

The Automotive Related Business Team is avail-
able to come to your business site and explain or-
dinance requirements to your employees or ten-
ants.  Call Michael Stanley (972-237-8332) or 
Diane Castillo (972-237-8351) to schedule a free 
seminar.

The Automotive Related Business Program  

Looking Forward on Main Street   M. Stanley 

Farmer’s Market 
will open for the 
2010 Season on  
Saturday,  
February 6, 2010.   

tion, reverse osmosis, or ion exchange and 2) restoring 
critical antifreeze properties with additives. Additives typi-
cally contain chemicals that raise and stabilize pH, inhibit 
rust and corrosion, reduce water scaling, and slow the 
breakdown of ethylene glycol. 

(Continued from page 2)  Antifreeze... 



The Automotive Related Business (ARB) Program  

Grand Prairie Website: www.gptx.org 

A scrap metal recycler in Jasper County was 
assessed $5,246 for failing to obtain a scrap 
tire storage site registration, failing to have an 
effective vector control program, failing to 
label or mark clearly “Used Oil” on containers 
for storing used oil, and failing to properly 
store used oil filters. 
A trucking company in Comal County was assessed $7,500 for 
failing to perform initial response actions, including reporting to 
the TCEQ within 24 hours of confirmation of a release from an 
above ground storage tank, conduct a release investigation, or 
identify and mitigate fire, explosive, and vapor hazards. 
A heavy equipment manufacturer in Williamson County was as-
sessed $11,222 for failing to properly label used oil containers 
with the words “Used Oil,” failing to document any changes to 
the Notice of Registration, failing to conduct proper waste deter-
minations on solid wastes, failing to contain paint waste in a con-
tainer marked “Universal Waste-Paint Related Wastes,” and fail-

ing to prevent the discharge of 
industrial waste. 
 A steel fabrication plant in Tar-
rant County was assessed $4,000 
for failing to obtain authoriza-
tion for its painting operation. 

Money Talks 
Texas Environmental Trouble 
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PAID 
GRAND PRAIRIE, TX 

PERMIT NO. 34 GRAND PRAIRIE 
Auto Related Business Program 
201 NW 2nd St., Ste 150 
PO Box 534045 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053-4045 

� Certificate of Occupancy (C/O) not possessed / displayed 
� Non-compliance with C/O 
� Building address / suite number missing 
� Unsanitary conditions  
� Fire Hazards 
� Parking on unprepared surfaces, grass or dirt 
� Repairs performed outside of the shop 
� Excessive inoperable or junk  cars, two permitted 
� Outside storage of parts 
� Painting without approved and certified  paint booth 
� Grass or vegetation, taller than twelve inches 
� Improper or dilapidated fencing 
� Dangerous building (hazardous structure, exposed wiring, 

missing or broken doors and/or windows) 
� Failure to produce or maintain manifests for disposal of 

tires, engine fluids, or batteries 
� Failure to utilize a dumpster for the disposal of rubbish, 

when rubbish accumulation is in excess of two bags per 
week 

� Discharge oil or other fluids/substances to the ground or air 

Inspection Checklist - Common Violations 

The Grand Prairie ARB Team 
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  Env. Specialist       Permit Coordinator    Sr. Code Officer 
 

Steve CollinsSteve CollinsSteve CollinsSteve Collins,    Code Enforcement Manager, Planning 
Cindy MendezCindy MendezCindy MendezCindy Mendez,   Environmental Quality Manager, ESD 

Debris, Garbage, Rubbish, Trash 
No matter what you call it, it is to 
be disposed of in authorized 
dumpsters or via ‘bag service’ if 
authorized for your site. 

To learn  waste disposal 
policies and require-
ments contact the 
Grand Prairie Landfill 
at 972.237.4550. 


